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Case Report

dSPACE GmbH
Structured information management with the Noxum Publishing Studio
Without doubt, the last few years have been successful ones for Paderborn-based dSPACE GmbH. This success and the resulting 

growth prompted the world's leading provider of solutions for developing and testing effi cient mechatronic control systems to 

redesign its information management system in a way which will allow it to run alongside existing systems and provide greater 

structure. 

The concept – before and after
In order to satisfy its own quality requirements when producing and managing 

media-neutral data, dSPACE decided to replace its existing user documenta-

tion system based on Adobe® FrameMaker® with a universal, XML-based 

system. The information must be provided as PDF documents, online and in 

printed form as well. 

A fl exible, cross-media solution which allows product-relevant information 

to be produced in standardized form, managed centrally and published for 

specifi c target groups was needed. At the same time, the system must offer 

transparency and be future-proof. The Noxum Publishing Studio fi t the bill in 

every respect.

The aims of the project
For those responsible for the project, it was important to set up a high-• 

performance platform which would allow documents to be produced "at the 

push of a button" in the required formats. 

A further aim of the project was to reduce management and quality-assur-• 

ance outlay, guarantee link consistency, structure the documents clearly 

and make it easy to manage text modules. 

The system should also make it easier to fi nd information, create transpar-• 

ency when linking information modules and support a role concept with 

various levels of authorization. 

Core features such as integrated management and quality-assurance func-• 

tions, version management, variant management, reusability and universal 

document cross-reference management were also of relevance.

The result
More than 20,000 pages were published on numerous occasions in the HTML 

Help format for online help and the MIF format (Maker Interchange Format) 

for producing printed documentation using Adobe® FrameMaker®.

Products from dSPACE GmbH: high-performance tools for developing 

mechatronic control systems

The product requirements
In view of the global market conditions, an integrated language manage-• 

ment system linked to a translation memory system (in this case SDL Tra-

dos®) was urgently needed. 

The product should consolidate the IT system environment and achieve • 

substantial synergy effects by linking external applications, via appropriate 

interfaces, to parts of the product-development infrastructure.

Having defi ned the product requirements, a suitable system then had to be 

selected. dSPACE GmbH opted for the Noxum Publishing Studio.
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The benefi ts for the customer

Convenient cross-media publishing from a single source• 

A large part of the information can be reused• 

Savings in the area of quality assurance• 

Future-proof design• 

Better trackability and clarity• 

Improved cross-reference handling• 

A quicker and more transparent production process• 

Increased publication rates• 
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The Noxum Publishing Studio makes the grade
A number of factors made the Noxum Publishing Studio the compelling • 

choice. These range from its modular structure, wide variety of functions, 

and user-friendly, hot-integrated XML editor to its modern system architec-

ture and open interface concept. 

Together with the consistent and universal use of XML, the option of con-• 

veniently and effi ciently outputting content via both electronic and classic 

media was a further advantage.

Project Manager Gernot Skottki explained: "dSPACE requires a single-source 

solution for its user documentation which allows large quantities of complex 

data to be published quickly and which can be integrated into our develop-

ment process. Thanks to its fl exibility and scalable design, the Noxum Pub-

lishing Studio provides an excellent basis for achieving this."

 

Noxum's system implemented in accordance with 
dSPACE's requirements

The system switchover was carried out in two stages. In the fi rst phase, • 

Noxum's specialists implemented the Noxum Publishing Studio in ac-

cordance with a detailed set of specifi cations. Documents are published 

in the HTML Help format for online help and the MIF format (Maker 

Interchange Format) for producing printed documentation using Adobe® 

FrameMaker®. 

The editors' switch to the Noxum Publishing Studio was completed in the • 

second phase. The priority here was to transfer all existing data to the new 

system. During this second phase, 140 Adobe® FrameMaker® books with 

a total of approximately 20,000 pages were fed into the Noxum Publishing 

Studio. This too went off without a hitch! 

An insight into development work at dSPACE GmbH:

setting up an HIL simulator which allows real control devices to be

tested in a virtual environment.

The verdict: reduced outlay and increased publica-
tion performance
The results have been very impressive indeed: 

dSPACE can publish documents for a number of output channels with a • 

single system. At the same time, integrated variant management allows it to 

make further product-specifi c differentiations within a particular channel. 

Quality-assurance outlay in particular was minimized. Publication effi ciency • 

increased considerably and cross-reference handling improved as well. 

The high level of reusability can now be managed far more effi ciently. • 

Given that dSPACE needs to produce many documents in parallel within a 

short time every year, this has also led to signifi cant fi nancial savings.

"By working together with Noxum, we 

have found a competent, proficient 

partner who shares our love of innova-

tion and technology. This was without 

doubt an important factor in the suc-

cess of this project."

Gernot Skottki, Content Management, User Docu-

mentation and Language Services Project Manager at 

dSPACE GmbH


